MEN OF POWER
merriment among the spectators. When brought into
the courtroom, Fox said, "Peace be amongst you all"
The Judge looked upon me and said, "What! Do
you come into the court with your hat on!" Upon
which words the jailer taking it off, I said, "The hat
is not the honor that comes from God." Then said the
Judge to me, "Will you take the oath of allegiance,
George Fox ?" I said, "I never took an oath in my life,
nor any covenant or engagement/5 "Well," said he,
"will you swear or no?" I answered, "I am a Chris-
tian, and Christ commands me not to swrear; so does
the apostle James; and whether I should obey God or
man, do thou judge. . . .
Fox then argued that King Charles had promised that
no man should be called in question for matters of
religion so long as he lived peaceably.
"Why dost thou call me in question, and put me upon
taking an oath, which is a matter of religion; seeing
that neither thou nor anyone else can charge me with
unpeaceable living?" Upon this he was moved, and,
looking angrily at me, said, "Sirrah, will you swear?7*
I told him I was not of his Sirrahs; I was a Chris-
tian ; and for him, an old man and a judge, to sit there
and give nicknames to prisoners did not become either
his gray hairs or his office.
"Well," said he, "I am a Christian, too."
"Then do Christian works," said L
"Sirrah I" said he, "thou thinkest to frighten me with
thy words." Then, catching himself, and looking aside,
he said, "Hark! I am using the word sirrah again";
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